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from the  EPISCOPAL VICAR

                                          Monsignor Kevin
Every New Year brings the opportunity to review how we are living the gospel, how we are making a difference to the world, to the Church and  to others.  While this leads to resolutions (some we keep, others fade away) they can often be personal commitments to those things that centre on us as individuals.

As we move into 2012 there is an opportunity for us to commit ourselves to a more corporate resolution, a commitment as the diocesan family of schools to greater cooperation and partnership. This flows naturally from the way we have moved into closer partnerships and federations in recent years. It seems also the positive response to initiatives which we will have to discuss more formally, such as whether the academy route is appropriate for a Catholic partnership in this diocese. 

Recent soundings from Sir Michael Wilshaw about the need for Schools Commissioners to monitor/supervise academies makes interesting reading. If the thrust of the academy movement was to make an academy dependent directly on the Secretary of State, then there seems to be no place for such an intermediary. For that reason we began to see the demise of Local Authorities, with whom we have worked collaboratively for so many decades. It does seem that many LAs have found new purpose and vigour. Schools Commissioners would in fact be very similar at local or regional level. It is clear that since no school is an island, academies needing to find a local relationship for their own sake. 

Catholic schools will always have their natural links with their diocese as Trustee, whatever their status. This is a model of being school that we feel can 
develop more deeply as our partnerships strengthen themselves. I want to commit ourselves as NORES to doing all we can in these coming months to ensure that partnership is the core value and central focus for all our work. I invite all of you in our schools to reflect constantly on how this can be the leitmotif of all you do in planning and strategy, as well as in how you present yourselves to the educational world. It has been appreciated strongly by Ofsted where it is a real part of the life of any of our schools, for after all “communio” is the heart of “being church”. May that be what we offer to our young people, families and staff – a true experience of being part of the Church. 
CELEBRATING CATHOLIC EDUCATION

Please diary this date for everyone now:
SCHOOLS MASS 2012 

11am, February 2, at St Mary’s Church, Dunstable. Details enclosed.
EDUCATION CELEBRATION

planned for February 4 is postponed
DEPUTY HEADS’ CONFERENCE 2012
due to lack of bookings this has now been postponed to 15 & 16 November 2012.

HEAD TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2012

9-12 March at Villa Palazzola, Rome. 

Some may baulk at going abroad, but actually it is more reasonable than many places in the UK these days, and the benefit of being able to use the links there to explore the “culture of vocation” are obvious. This is a theme established for us by our own bishops between 2011-2016. Pope Benedict has asked us to celebrate a Year of Faith between 2012 and 2013. We do hope that this will be an opportunity to see how to make these initiatives a reality for our schools.


SECONDARY RE AND INSPECTION

Stephen O’Brien
Welcome to the Olympic year 2012. Welcome to colleagues for the New Year in our schools across the diocese. This year provides an exciting opportunity to explore spiritual and ethical issues surrounding the forthcoming games. A useful resources [for primary schools also] is “Release Peace” published by the London Dioceses of Brentwood, Southwark and Westminster. This contains a programme of lessons for schools as we prepare for this major cultural and sporting event. Whilst London centred, the programme has many excellent features that will be very useful to all schools. Highly recommended.    

Sixth Form A Level Conference. At their recent diocesan meeting, Heads of Religious Education have agreed to offer a one day summer conference for students studying theology at advanced level.  The day, which it is hoped will be the first of an annual event moving around the diocese, will take place at St Thomas More Catholic School in Bedford in June or early July 2012. Those speaking will be top-flight scripture, theology and ethics specialists. Our students will have the opportunity to enter into debate and discussion with other students from across the diocese. Further details will be published as plans are firmed up. Thanks to all colleagues who are involved in planning this event.

NORES INSET Lent term 2012. Schools will have received a letter from Mgr. McGinnell explaining some changes to the inset programme for the coming term. This will focus on the introduction of the new Primary RE programme “Come and See”. Middle/Secondary RE subject leaders and line managers are asked to attend these sessions in order to better understand the work of Primary RE colleagues and to have a greater awareness of the learning that takes place prior to the arrival of students into Year 7. Details of the sessions available in your area can be found on the NORES website or by ringing the office here in Luton.
January is a month dedicated to the Most Holy Name of Jesus – the practice of bowing the head at the holy name is perhaps something we need to think about as a natural, normal part of our Catholic life
NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY CORNER

Sister Aidan
Emmanuel! God is with us! What better surety can we have at the beginning of a New Year? 2012 is going to be a very full one with exceptional events. We shall be celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Let us thank God for the example she gives in her Christian way of life and the dedication she shows to her calling. We don’t have to be royalists to acknowledge her personal commitment.  Secondly there follows the Olympic Games in London – a great occasion for our country and one we shall be hearing a great deal about as the year progresses. Then thirdly we can look forward to our new RE programme “Come and See”, which will be published in the summer and be in our schools in the autumn. The general advice is to put in your orders as soon as possible- now! This will allow the publishers to estimate their orders for printing. It will also mean that each school will have the surety of receiving their copies on time. The programme is not just for our diocese. It is a national programme.  Not every diocese has committed to it yet, but for us it will be the one our schools are expected to use. 

The Area INSETs for this term will be different. It will be delivered to the RE co-ordinators initially but anyone else who helps or is interested is very welcome to attend the sessions. The venues and time are as originally communicated. Any head teachers, chaplain or year/phase leader is most welcome and I can imagine that the RE co-ordinators themselves will be glad to have another person with them. Even so the numbers attending each session will be small and I foresee much interaction taking place. We shall use the IWB and there will be handouts to take away but anyone attending may also wish to take personal notes. As a guide we will look at the Lent/Easter term and the third topic. This will include some input on the theology of Redemption. We hope this will enable teachers to be ever better RE practitioners!  

I wish everyone a very blessed, if busy New Year and look forward to being with you all at some time. 
January ends with feasts of great teacher saints – what do our young people know about them?
27 – St Thomas Aquinas, theologian

28 – St Angela Merici, founder of the Ursuline order

31 – St John Bosco, who founded the Salesian orders


ADULT FAITH FORMATION,       

CATECHESIS and CHAPLAINCY 






   Alex Heath
Opportunities for Catechists/School Chaplains

RCIA Network Conference 2012

On Wednesday 4 July to Friday 6 July at the High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire the RCIA Network Conference will take place on the theme of ‘Opening the Doors of Faith’- Equipping the Team for the Period of Inquiry.

The last Conference in 2010 considered the first period of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults from the perspective of the role of the whole community. This year there will be focus on the role of the RCIA team itself and a consideration of the nature of the period in which the following questions will be explored:

· How do we respond the different needs of people who come?
· What models are there so that we can always have an open door? 
· What good practice can we share?
Experienced practitioners from the RCIA Network will lead the 2012 Conference and the theme will be explored through input sessions, group work, workshops drawing out the implications for other aspects of the RCIA and for catechesis, and liturgy. 

BOOKING

Full board ensuite £235 [*early bird £195] Full board non ensuite £200[*early bird £160]

*Early bird applies for all bookings received by Friday 30 March 2012

Non-residential for the whole conference: rates on application. Further details & Booking Form: www.rcia.org.uk/Events/2012/index.html

ANCHOR- A Catechetical Programme for Adults

Our annual Diocesan Assembly for Catechists will be taking place on Saturday 25 February at the RE Centre in Luton where we will be exploring a catechetical programme for adults entitled  ANCHOR. Full details and a booking form will be sent out this month to all parishes. For more information about ANCHOR please see www.anchoryourfaith.com

School Chaplaincy Training Day

A reminder to all our schools that on Thursday 26 January, 10am-3pm at the RE Centre Richard Uglow will lead our Chaplaincy Training Day on the theme of ‘Life to the Full- The Dynamics of Personal Growth’. Richard Uglow is a committed Christian and the Director of Enrichyou a company that specialises in guiding people and businesses to development and growth using a unique blend of coaching, mentoring and training. During this Chaplaincy Training Day he will help us identify the dynamics of personal growth so that we can be encouraged on our own human and faith journey and also be better equipped to support others we serve in our school communities on their own journey towards the wholeness that God wants for each of us. For booking details please contact the NORES office - 01582 723312/admin@nores.org.uk
POPE BENEDICT’S PRAYER INTENTIONS – 

January 2012m-He asks the whole Church to join him 
in these particular intentions each month

General Intention: Victims of Natural Disasters. 
That the victims of natural disasters may receive the spiritual and material comfort they need to rebuild their lives. 
Missionary Intention: Dedication to Peace. 
That the dedication of Christians to peace may bear witness to the name of Christ before all men and women of good will. 

YEAR OF FAITH : 2012-13

Pope Benedict has decreed a Year of Faith throughout the Catholic world from October 11 2012 to November 24, 2013. It will mark the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council (“a well spring of faith”), the twentieth anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

As a diocese we have begun exploring ways of taking up this initiative, especially through an in depth study of the documents of the Council. The sisters of Turvey Abbey have started some planning with us and we hope to publish a programme of events in early 2012. 
CONGRATULATIONS as we celebrate

HEAD TEACHER INDUCTIONS soon
-Thalia Milton, St Teresa, Princes Risborough, 

January 24, 7pm (Bucks Catholic Schools’ Partnership)
- Mark Holdsworth, Our Lady’s, Chesham Bois :

1 February, 7pm. (Bucks Catholic Schools’ Partnership)

Louise Blair, St Patrick, Corby : 31 January, 7pm (North Northants Catholic Schools Partnership)

- Pauline Turner, St Gregory’s Primary, Northampton, (Thomas of Canterbury Partnership) – 7pm April 26

Please do come along and support our new leaders in our schools and pray for their work for the Church.

CELEBRATING 100 DAYS OF PEACE 

See www.peacelegacy.org.uk - for excellent materials about this project to link the Olympics with the theme of peace. This has been produced by the dioceses of Westminster, Southwark and Brentwood, linked to their Peace and Justice commissions and Pax Christi. use it to suit your school!


FROM THE SCHOOLS’ COMMISSIONER
Frances Image
LCVAP 2012-13

The LCVAP allocations for the coming year for all the VA schools in each Local Authority have just been announced as follows. 

Bedford Borough  
£493,032                          

Central Bedfordshire   
£665,480

Buckinghamshire         
£1,258,252                         

Luton              

£483,900
Milton Keynes               
£475,468                          

Northamptonshire        
£1,293,062

Slough                  
£515,382
NORES will be arranging to meet schools in various Local Authorities in January or early February to discuss local priorities in the light of this year’s funding.

You will remember the yearly LCVAP cycle runs as follows: 

November/December

DfE announces LCVAP and DFC allocations

January/ February

NORES meets schools to agree on priorities in local partnerships.

Meeting of LAs and Dioceses to agree on allocation between Catholic and Anglican and other schools
February/April

LAs send agreed list of projects to DfE
April/May

DfE approval arrives
Schools are notified as soon as official DfE is approved. Dates will vary from LA to LA according to when LA list was submitted to DfE.

From April/May

Projects may start as soon as DfE approval has been received, or may occasionally start earlier if consultants agree to start work at risk.
CES Census 2012

The CESEW Census is a survey of Catholic schools in England and Wales.  It provides essential information on Catholic education from national to diocesan level, underpinning policy decisions at both local and national levels and enabling the CESEW to be proactive in promoting Catholic education.
As a result of the hard work of schools and dioceses, together with the support of the Census team at CESEW, the response rate in 2011 was over 95%, meaning the data could be used with confidence. The Bishops expect schools and colleges to complete the CESEW Census since, only with a high response rate from the entire sector, can we demonstrate the diversity and inclusiveness within it.
The 2012 Census opens on 23rd January 2012. A new, dedicated Census website was launched in November 2011. This website contains online documentation and other information including full details of periods when schools in individual dioceses can ask for support. It also includes a file upload form, which will now  replace the FilesAnywhere Dropbox used in previous years. The website can be viewed at https://www.cesewcensus.org.uk. 
At NORES Chris McCarthy is now responsible for the CES Census. He can be reached on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays on 01582 723312 ext. 5 or on nbria@nores.org.uk
PARLIAMENTARY SNIPPETS
SUBSIDISED TRAVEL

Prime Minister’s Questions – 6 December 2011
“Jim Dobbin (Heywood and Middleton) (Lab/Co-op): Since the Education Act 1944, successive Governments have supported subsidised travel for students who live 3 miles or more from the faith school of their choice. Some local authorities are beginning to cut back on that financial support, and I do not think any Member in this House wants to see that happen. Can the Prime Minister encourage local authorities to embrace the spirit of the 1944 Act on this particular issue?

The Prime Minister: The hon. Gentleman asks a very important question. I support school choice—parents having the ability to choose between schools—and I also support faith schools. Indeed, I have chosen a faith school for my own children. So I will look very carefully at what he says and at what local authorities are doing, discuss it with the Education Secretary and see what we can do to enhance not only choice, but the faith-based education that many of our constituents choose.”
FAIR FUNDING FOR VA SCHOOLS

Our Bishops asked in October for a guarantee of fair funding. Lord Hill said in the House of Lords : “We aim to fund academies at the same level as equivalent schools in the same local authority area, and the academies funding system is designed to achieve this. Academies' funding agreements specify that their funding should be equivalent to their maintained peers. They are therefore funded according to the local funding formula that applies to maintained schools, including voluntary aided schools. There may be legitimate differences within this formula in recognition of voluntary aided schools' specific responsibilities and costs.”

VOLUNTARY AIDED STATUS

Michael Gove has written to Bishop McMahon saying : “As we both recognise, not all schools will feel that Academy status is right for them, and I remain committed to ensuring that those schools which do not choose to become Academies are not adversely affected as a result.”
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