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FROM THE EPISCOPAL VICAR

                                          Monsignor Kevin
WHERE ARE WE GOING?

As I write we are preparing for two national meetings about the future of Catholic education. One very soon, in half term, is to open up the discussion about the academies programme and how it impacts on Catholic education. The second in March 2012 is to try to explore yet again just what we mean by Catholic education in this very uncertain landscape. We are very fortunate in our diocese to have such good schools overall. Several have achieved the “outstanding” judgement in Ofsted and S48, as well as the diocese having one of the five Catholic teaching schools in the country – and we hope for more soon. 

Our current diocesan strategy began several years ago with the greater formalisation of the grouping of our schools into partnerships. This was very fortunate as it is also the shape in which we see the future opening up for us. That, however, will need much more work to ensure that our partnerships of schools are clearly established in terms of constitution and other necessary arrangements or that they develop eve n further into federated status. I have outlined the need for this in the paper circulated earlier on the theology of education and the Trinity of God. Our Catholic schools, as part of the local church, function integrally within that community of faith. The very word Catholic demands relationships. It is clear in the prayer of Jesus himself  - which is OUR Father, not “my”.

In the coming weeks and months the challenge to all governors and staff, especially Catholic leaders in education is to work together to achieve that unity expressed in the formal arrangements of our schools. We have a small working party looking at this and will report as soon as we can to the whole diocese.
ACADEMIES and Catholic education

The ongoing discussions about academies and our schools is proving to be less than easy.  There are a few academies established under the system operated by the previous government to address schools in difficulties. The change in policy to see academy status as the way forward for outstanding schools has led to real concern amongst all the dioceses, especially where as Local Authorities shrink our schools can be the only ones which have not become academies. 

A few schools in the trusteeship of religious orders decided to become academies without reference to their diocese. A small number of dioceses have recently agreed to allow some schools to become academies. Some of these have been stand-alone academies, others have been agreed in some form of grouping. It is sad that we have not moved together as the Catholic community in England. A recent meeting with DfE showed how they view this divided approach as beneficial to their desire for all schools to “academise” – a new word to use! 

The Secretary of State has stated that the VA system is still an option available to all and that if a VA schools becomes an academy it will transfer “as is”. Yet this becomes very difficult to understand because the VA system is predicated in the Dual System, and the relationships with the Local Authority. If the Local Authority is weakened or disappears then you cannot continue as VA as before, nor transfer “as is” with all the current safeguards for Catholic education. (Using the word “convert” is an interesting turn of phrase in this context for us!) The ongoing discussions with the DfE to ensure that we can be in the future what we are now are not easy. It is important that despite how frustrating it all is at the moment that we wait until we are sure and secure that what we will hand on to future generations is genuinely Catholic education

SECONDARY RE AND INSPECTION

STEPHEN O’BRIEN

Ofsted new framework – implications for Section 48. In a recent Newsletter I reported that the diocese does not intend to modify the current Section 48 inspection framework until September 2012, despite the introduction of the new framework under Section 5 in January 2012. During the course of this year work is underway to produce this new 48 framework. In a recent survey, Ofsted reviewed 430 Section 48 inspections graded “Outstanding” in order to assess consistency between 5 and 48. In 84% of cases they agreed with the 48 findings, 15% were judged good and only 1% below that. On this basis they believe the system to be robust and recognise that that there can, and often will be, a difference in grades awarded under Section 5 and 48. [Specialist religious schools]

Ofsted has agreed to continue funding the section 48 inspection system at the current level despite a one third reduction in their overall budget and to continue the inspection, under Section 48, of schools judged outstanding under Section 5. These will continue on a five yearly basis and will focus specifically on school self-evaluation and one nationally agreed area of interest.

Los Angeles RE Congress 2012. This congress, perhaps the largest and most influential RE congress in the world, takes place between 19 and 26 March 2012. The event, costing about £725.00 including flights, delegate fees and accommodation, will be organized through the Northampton Youth Ministry Office [NYMO] It is open to anyone wishing to attend, but will be of particular value to catechists, teachers, chaplains and youth leaders. Celia Sparkes, former headteacher in our diocese, attended the conference last year and says: “We cannot express clearly enough what an amazing and inspirational occasion this was for us all. Each one of us came back feeling totally enriched and with a strong desire to spread the Good News in our parishes, our schools and our diocese”. If you are interested in finding out more please email Pam@nymo.org or ring the office on 01844 273337.
POPE BENEDICT’S PRAYER INTENTIONS – 

NOVEMBER 2011

He asks the whole Church to join him 

in these particular intentions each month

General Intention: For the eastern Churches, that their venerable tradition may be known and appreciated as a spiritual treasure for the entire Church.

Missionary Intention: That the African continent may find in Christ the strength to fulfill the path of reconciliation and justice, indicated in the second Synod of Bishops for Africa.



NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY CORNER

SISTER AIDAN
Firstly a few ads. I have seen a very nice new Mass Book for younger children published by CTS called “My Little Missal”. I don’t know the price. The only exception is that it does not have the whole of the “Gloria” or the “I believe”. The pictures are really nice. We were reminded at a meeting a few days ago that in the “Masses for Children” that the homily should be given by another person! The question is Who? Anyone who has prepared a Mass with Readings and a theme should be able to expand on that theme. It is good to know that nothing in the “Masses for Children” has been changed.

St Paul’s publication “Welcome to the Mass” which so many of us bought, now has a new CD with the new Mass on and it costs just £25 if you are on their records as having bought the original through St Pauls. Nottingham Diocese has made a CD for teaching the new Mass (I’m not sure which age group, but the Primary Advisor, David Quinn has had more than hand in its production). It can be found through their diocesan website.

“Come and See” will have a website when it is published, (we’re still just on target for a next autumn start). For the first year this will be paid for within the cost of the rest of the package. After that, for access to all additional resource material, there will be a cost and a protected password.  

Plymouth Diocese are putting on a course of four days of theology in July – unfortunately during term-time. It will run at Buckfast Abbey but there is no organised accommodation.

No doubt before the end of October you will have had Advent and Christmas very much in mind!  Advent is a time of preparation of getting ready, which implies that there is something bigger coming afterwards!  Christmas and especially Christmas Day really are important. There are a number of traditions which no doubt you will be using to resource you teaching. It is primarily a time of caring, sharing and praying. Advent wreath: a circle made of greenery signifying that in God there is no end or beginning, the green typifies life with no end. The candles are usually red, but I have seen other colours. There should be a central pink or white one for Christmas Day. Each candle is lit for the next Sunday. For older children this could be accompanied by using one of the Readings for that Sunday. It is good to have a large wreath in the assembly hall, but many teachers like to have one in their classes also. Advent calendars are especially popular with the younger children. CAFOD always have a fresh one and it saves making one! There are special people to remember: Mary, Joseph, John the Baptist, the angel Gabriel, Elizabeth, Zachary... These will surely come into assemblies and other prayer times. The story of St Nicholas  takes us into the area of gifts and of course the greatest gift is Jesus given to us by our Father God on Christmas  Day. There are lots of other traditions which different people like to include: Christkindle, Christmas music – carols, hymns, readings and stories e.g ”The Night before Christmas” – rather secular but great for acting out. See also “The New Oxford Book of English Verse” pp 262, 789; “Collected Poems and Plays” of T.S. Eliot pp 103, 105, 111.
ADULT FAITH FORMATION,       

CATECHESIS and CHAPLAINCY 






    ALEX HEATH
Flame Congress Event

The Catholic Youth Ministry Federation (CYMFED) are running a National Youth Congress ‘Flame’ for ages Year 10 to young adult at Wembley Arena on Saturday 24th March 2012. This is an opportunity for, among others, those who work with young people in School Chaplaincy. You will find their details online and various publicity materials and booking information at www.cymfed.org/flame. Special information for schools can be accessed via a link on the website.  Below are just a selection of the input givers:
Archbishop Vincent Nichols will preside at Adoration

Barry and Margaret Mizen will offer their powerful personal testimony of forgiveness and peace. In 2008 their 16 year old son Jimmy was killed in South London. They could have become very angry, or bitter. Instead they bring a message of hope, peace and reconciliation, rooted in faith. 

Fr Timothy Radcliffe, OP, author of many books, including What is the point of being a Christian? and I call you Friends
Sr Catherine Holum is a Franciscan Sister of the Renewal, based in Leeds. In 1998 she competed as a world class speed skater in the Winter Olympics. Her story of vocation is rare and precious and she will offer interesting insights into the links between faith and sport. 

Fr Christopher Jamison, OSB, is Director of the National Office for Vocations. He was Abbot of Worth during the filming of The Monastery and was instrumental in bringing profound insights about monastic life to the attention of millions of people. More recently The Big Silence followed a group of people experiencing a silent retreat for the first time, to powerful effect. Into lives that are filled with activity, Fr Christopher brings the depth and challenge of stillness, and his contribution to Flame Congress will evoke this. 

Mgr John Armitage is a Priest who has worked in the East End of London for over twenty years. 

Edwin Fawcett will be coordinating the music for the day. 

Paschal Uche is the young adult who greeted Pope Benedict XVI on the steps of Westminster Cathedral. 

Young Kenyans will share their experience of the hope and joy sport brings to their village. 

Indecisive will open and close the day with a range of superb music. They have been together since 2005, have produced two albums, and were finalists at the MuZu Live & Unsigned Awards at the O2 in summer 2010. 

RISE Theatre - a Christian theatre group with wide experience and an excellent portfolio, including a wonderful performance when the Pope’s came to Hyde Park last September. They offer accessible and engaging insights through drama and mime, and being great the variety of the day. 

David Wells is a very accomplished speaker and retreat giver. His range includes running Confirmation groups through to giving a keynote speech to 35,000 people at the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. He will be serving as one of the MCs to Flame, ensuring lively, humorous and profound insights throughout the day.
FROM THE SCHOOLS’ COMMISSIONER

FRANCES IMAGE

Governors Training – 12 November 2011 at Holy Ghost, Luton

At a time when we have many new foundation governors and many of you are making senior appointments, it seems opportune to revisit our understanding of the mission and vision of Catholic schools and how to implement them. The aim is to help Governors articulate these for their particular school, and at the same time to give them a framework, for identifying at interviews, those candidates with the skills to promote their vision and exercise leadership.

At the same time, recent months have seen a great many changes and many more will be with us in the near future. We will focus on the new Ofsted framework and those changes that are already being implemented.  

Admissions and Admission Appeals: new Codes

The new Admissions Framework is a very important part of the current changes. As soon as this is published NORES will issue new Guidance which will be posted on the NORES website. A session on the changes will be part included in Governors Training Days, but some schools prefer to have training sessions locally. If you think this would be helpful to your Governing Body please let me know as soon as possible. 

Succession Planning

It remains difficult to attract suitable candidates for Headship, and it is therefore fortunate that the NCSL has decided to run its Faith Strategy for a second year. The Faith Strategy specifically focuses on preparing candidates who wish to apply for Senior Leadership posts in Church schools. There are two programmes, one aimed at pre-NPQH candidates and the other at post-NPQH level.  Dates for the various events will be out shortly and will be circulated to all schools. In the meantime, if you would like to know more or have any queries, please do get in touch with me at NORES.
POPE BENEDICT ON OUR YOUNG SAINTS!!!

“It is not often that a Pope, or indeed anyone else, has the opportunity to speak to the students of all the Catholic schools of England, Wales and Scotland at the same time. And since I have the chance now, there is something I very much want to say to you. I hope that among those of you listening to me today there are some of the future saints of the twenty-first century. What God wants most of all for each one of you is that you should become holy. He loves you much more than you could ever begin to imagine, and he wants the very best for you. And by far the best thing for you is to grow in holiness.”   (Twickenham Big Assembly September 2010)

CONGRATULATIONS as we celebrate

HEAD TEACHER INDUCTIONS soon
- Lisa Sumpter, St Joseph, Lower Bedford (within St Francis Federation) : 7 November, 7pm
-Thalia Milton, St Teresa, Princes Risborough, 

January 24, 7pm (Bucks Catholic Schools’ Partnership)
- Mark Holdsworth, Our Lady’s, Chesham Bois :

1 February, 7pm. (Bucks Catholic Schools’ Partnership)

Louise Blair, St Patrick, Corby (North Northants Catholic Schools Partnership) – after Christmas

- Pauline Turner, St Gregory’s Primary, Northampton, (Thomas of Canterbury Partnership) – after Easter

Please do come along and support our new leaders in our schools and pray for their work for the Church.

LITURGY ISSUES 

NEW TRANSLATION of the Roman Missal

MUSIC - Bishop Peter asks all schools and parishes to begin to sing the same Mass music, especially for the Sanctus, Acclamation and Agnus Dei. It will move us on from some settings which have seen better days!

Music from Missal can be downloaded here: http://www.icelweb.org/musicfolder/openmusic.php
Keyboard accompaniment for the missal tone is available at www.dioceseofleedsmusic.org/advice and materials/organ accompaniment

Revised and new settings are slowly appearing and need to be evaluated carefully. 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS FOR CHILDREN – because these prayers can only be used in context such as school masses, they are not being printed in the new missal.

(Although they have been translated into Latin for the first time!) This means that

a) the prayers may still be used in the current translation with their acclamations

b) except for - the Preface Dialogue and - the Words of Institution which the priest takes from the new missal

DIRECTORY FOR MASSES WITH CHILDREN – this directory shapes the way we can celebrate mass especially with primary age children. Please consult it carefully in planning how you plan mass so that our young people can share fully in their celebrations
ALL SAINTS DAY – November 1 – is one of the few remaining holydays of obligation celebrated during the week. We need to try to help our young people see its value as so often it can now be overshadowed by Hallowe’en. Don’t forget Pope Benedict’s call last year at the Big Assembly for all our youth to become saints for today!


PRAYING FOR OUR DEAD

November is a month where we pray for all who have died. Many different cultures and traditions celebrate this in many different ways. Several countries actually visit graves on November 2, All Souls, and picnic there. More locally it can be the month where we gather to bless the graves of family and friends. We keep Armistice Day on 11 November and the custom of the two minutes’ silence has grown more in recent years as remember those women and men of the armed forces who have died in conflicts such as Afghanistan and Iraq and Libya. Remembrance Sunday on 13 November is a national celebration that follows, and the gathering at war memorials, and the wearing of poppies is our response. It is a time too to pray for all who have died, especially those for whom no one else will pray.

We need to help our young people appreciate that the Christian context for this is the resurrection of Jesus and his promise of eternal life. While we do celebrate someone’s life when they die, and we give thanks to God for all that they have done and what they have given us, we are called to pray for them Our prayer is that God will forgive them their sins and receive them into the kingdom of heaven. Christ has made this possible by his sacrifice on the cross and the power of his resurrection, but we can also play our part by offering our prayer that God will be merciful to them. This also is a moment to reflect appropriately on our own mortality, on the way we should live so as to be ready top meet God when we die. Blessed John Henry Newman, in founding his own school, said that its aim was “to fit pupils for this world while it trained them for another.” There are many traditional prayers for the dead, and we hope that our schools will help everyone be familiar with them. Psalm 129 (De Profundis) is the classic psalm that we could all use, spoken or sung …

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my voice!

O let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleading.

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive ?

But with you is found forgiveness: for this we revere you.

My soul is waiting for the Lord. I count on  God’s word.

My soul is longing for the Lord

more than those who watch for day break.

Let the watchman count on daybreak and Israel on the Lord.

Because with the Lord there is mercy

and fullness of redemption,

Israel indeed he will redeem  from all its iniquity
Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace.
Amen

May their souls 
and the souls of the all faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 
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