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FROM THE EPISCOPAL VICAR

                                          Monsignor Kevin
It seems that the year now sooner begins but we are hurtling towards Christmas. This Advent term has schools already considering how to recruit students for 2012/13, and staffing issues are no doubt on the table.

We are shaped very much by the reality of time, and we live in a world where the pressure of meeting deadlines and targets seems relentless. Time certainly does not wait for any woman or man. 

Christmas reminds us of how Christ was born in time, and so his gospel is incarnate in time. His challenge to us is about how we make the most of the time God gives us and how we prepare ourselves for the end times, whether that is our own death or the end of the world. That is the difference in perspective for us from the world’s view of time. The end of time for us is our goal effectively and living in time is about reaching for eternity. 
I noticed the words of Pope Benedict at a general audience said to the young people : "harmonize your personal journey with the Church's, which flows from the liturgy.” (23 November 2011). The words apply clearly to all Christians. Our schools and parish communities are privileged places where we can help all of us see time from that perspective. We must mark the passage of time with that story of Jesus so that we can help all in our community align their own time with what we celebrate in Christ’s life. This demands creativity for schools when obviously we are not together on Sundays, the weekly Easter. Projects such as Wednesday Word have proved very beneficial here, and I would suggest that every school thinks about that – just look at their website. We face the same distance from events at Christmas and Easter. We need to see how we can plan well ahead to ensure that in a more secularised world we celebrate well and draw all who are part of our community ever deeper into the mystery of the Lord. If we cannot do it this year, let’s make sure we plan well ahead for next year!



DIOCESAN FAMILY OF SCHOOLS

We have developed quite deliberately the strategy of partnerships of our schools across the diocese, including all Catholic schools of whatever trusteeship. My recent letter (11 November) reiterated our position clearly.

In the  coming months we need to see how each partnership can deepen their commitment and structure, and wherever appropriate formalise their development.

It is important that this discussion takes place at every level and is opened out for the widest consideration so that we can be prepared for the way national initiatives move. Catholic education needs to be able to respond positively, creatively, and authentically as part of the national scene.
CELEBRATING CATHOLIC EDUCATION
Please diary these dates for everyone now
SCHOOLS MASS 2012 – 

11am, February 2, at St Mary’s Church, Dunstable

EDUCATION CELEBRATION

10-1pm, February 4, at RE Centre, Luton
DEPUTY HEADS’ CONFERENCE 2012
19, 20 January at Oxford. Please do think about booking immediately. The conference is open to all who are in senior leadership especially where schools do not have a substantive deputy head.  
HEAD TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2012

9-12 March at Villa Palazzola, Rome. 

Some may baulk at going abroad, but actually it is more reasonable than many places in the UK these days, and the benefit of being able to use the links there to explore the “culture of vocation” are obvious. This is a theme established for us by our own bishops between 2011-2016. Pope Benedict has asked us to celebrate a Year of Faith between 2012 and 2013. We do hope that this will be an opportunity to see how to make these initiatives a reality for our schools.

SECONDARY RE AND INSPECTION

STEPHEN O’BRIEN

RE Subject Leader’s Meeting. A reminder that we are due to gather on Friday 2 December for our autumn meeting to be held at the RE Centre in Westbourne Road, Luton LU4 8JD. Details have already been emailed to colleagues. I look forward to seeing you at the new venue!

Farmington Fellowships. Once again the Oxford based Farmington Institute is offering 2012/2013 funding for RE teachers, Headteachers or senior colleagues wishing to complete a piece of research work in the field of Religious Education. The funding allows successful candidates an extended period of time in which to complete their research whilst providing his/her school with the funding to cover time out of class. If you are interested in finding out more about this excellent opportunity go to:  HYPERLINK "mailto:farmington@hmc.ox.uk" farmington@hmc.ox.uk Teachers who have successfully applied in the past have been extremely appreciative. These fellowships really work!

Catholic Bible. The new hardback NRSV Catholic Bible [that includes notes and Mass readings] is currently on special offer from Collins Education. The usual price per Bible is £16.99 but, when bought as a pack of twenty, this reduces to £10.00 per unit. This does seem to be a good offer, worth further investigation. Find out more or buy online at: collinseducation.com.

Happy Christmas! I would like to take this opportunity to wish all colleagues a happy and peaceful Christmas and a restful holiday when it arrives!
POPE BENEDICT’S PRAYER INTENTIONS – 

DECEMBER 2011

He asks the whole Church to join him 

in these particular intentions each month

- That the nations of the earth, through knowledge and mutual respect, may grow in harmony and peace.

- That children and young people may be messengers of the Gospel and that their dignity may always be respected and preserved from all violence and exploitation.


NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY CORNER

SISTER AIDAN
Another year has almost gone. And it is Christmas time again! But Advent comes first.

News flashes: Come and See is progressing quite well if a little slowly, but we are on target. Michael Shaw is already collecting orders. It may well be that an order in good time holds a reduction, I’m not sure. He already has 140 orders. Order with Matthew James, all addresses etc are on any God Story, Church Story, material. Remember that you will need the God Story/Church Story CDs. The work often refers to both books and the CD with suggestions that you work with the illustrations for discussion etc. Each class will need a copy of the relevant book for their class. Where there are split year groups teachers are advised to work in the same way as they do for other subjects. This year’s Conference ,15th June, will be inservice training for Come and See and will be delivered by David Quinn, Nottingham Diocese and myself. We have both been deeply involved with the whole development of the programme.

Something you might like to buy for the staff room and which I strongly recommend is a Concordance. You can get bigger ones or smaller and the smaller will be perfectly adequate for our schools. It is a most helpful book which references all quotes from the Bible. One looks up a word e.g. mustard seed, Spirit, water –and you will find many quotes to look up and choose the one (quote) you are looking for. It is most helpful and you will not have to go round the staffroom asking, “Where can I find .....”!

Advent: I’m sure you are all set for purple drapes! Advent calendars crib sets etc. If you need something new try St. Pauls. Please remember that this season is Advent and not Christmas. It is a time of preparation, expectancy and waiting. It is a good time for reflection and meditation. Have a good Christmas and welcome break when it comes. 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION,       

CATECHESIS and CHAPLAINCY 






    ALEX HEATH
Continuing Professional Development for those working in School Chaplaincy 

A retreat entitled ‘Returning to the Well’ is being organised by the Association of Catholic Chaplains in Education (ACCE) .It is being led by led by Fr Bede OSB and will take place from Tuesday 24th – Thursday 26th January 2012. It is advertised as a time for all to recharge their batteries in the beautiful setting of Ampleforth Abbey.  Fr Bede has led this retreat for the last three years and is very enthusiastic and sensitive to the ministry of School and College Chaplaincy. He leads in a sympathetic and challenging way, encouraging participants to rest and grow in equal part. It is an opportunity not to be missed.

Arrivals will be for 4pm on 24th January 2012 (in time for Afternoon Tea). Departures will be at 2.00 pm on 26th January 2012 (after Lunch). The cost is £130, cheques to be made payable to ACCE.

For more information and a booking form please contact:

Julie Sweeney, ACCE Administrator, The Diocesan Centre, Mornington Crescent, Mackworth. Derby DE22 4BD. Tel: 01332 293833  ext 225        



E mail: julie.sweeney@nottingham-des.org.uk     
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From 10am – 3pm on Saturday 10th December 2011 at St Thomas More Primary School, Northampton Road, Kettering, NN15 7JZ there will be an Advent Retreat. This retreat day is for anyone interested in growing in their faith and spending some time in prayerful reflection during the season of Advent. It is being run by the Bishop’s Council for Catechesis and will  help us to prepare spiritually for Christmas by providing the opportunity for some quiet, prayerful and scriptural reflection. There will also be a time of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. There is no charge for the day but there will be an opportunity to make a donation to help cover costs of refreshments etc.

Please bring a packed lunch. Tea and Coffee will be provided. To book your free places on the Advent Retreat please contact the new NORES Office contact details via phone: 

Tel: 01582 723312 (extension 6), or via E mail: admin@nores.org.uk



FROM THE SCHOOLS’ COMMISSIONER

FRANCES IMAGE

Single Status Agreement: update

In 1997 the Single Status Agreement was made between local government and trade unions to streamline all pay scales into one. The process was due to be completed by July 2007 but is still ongoing.

The Single Status Agreement applies only for staff employed by local authorities and therefore includes school support staff employed by the local authority. There is no requirement for staff employed by the governing body of a voluntary aided school to be included in any single status review being carried out by their maintaining authority. 
Support staff in VA schools usually have pay and conditions determined locally and are not automatically covered by the Green Book. The CESEW model contract of employment for support staff does incorporate provisions of the Green Book in relation to pay and in practice many Catholic VA schools pay in line with local authority pay scales.

Many Authorities have already implemented the Single Status Agreement but some are still rolling out implementation. Should your Local Authority ask you to participate in the authority’s job evaluation scheme, please contact NORES before agreeing to do so.  This will ensure that your Governing Body can make any decision about participation in full knowledge of the legal position and the implications for them as employers.
Solar panels

The Diocese has been looking into the cost effectiveness of various options and has also been approached by potential suppliers. After investigation we cannot recommend schools should sign up for installation by suppliers who have approached us so far. However, despite the reduction in subsidies we believe the concept of PV-generated energy remains valid so the Diocese will continue to investigate suitable suppliers and installers. 

If you would like to pursue this please contact NORES in the first instance with details of the scheme and the company concerned.  
YEAR OF FAITH : 2012-13

Pope Benedict has decreed a Year of Faith throughout the Catholic world from October 11 1012 to November 24, 2013. It will mark the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council (“a well spring of faith”), the twentieth anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
As a diocese we have begun exploring ways of taking up this initiative, especially through an in depth study of the documents of the Council. The sisters of Turvey Abbey have started some planning with us and we hope to publish a programme of events in early 2012. 
CONGRATULATIONS as we celebrate

HEAD TEACHER INDUCTIONS soon
-Thalia Milton, St Teresa, Princes Risborough, 

January 24, 7pm (Bucks Catholic Schools’ Partnership)
- Mark Holdsworth, Our Lady’s, Chesham Bois :

1 February, 7pm. (Bucks Catholic Schools’ Partnership)

Louise Blair, St Patrick, Corby : 31 January, 7pm (North Northants Catholic Schools Partnership)
- Pauline Turner, St Gregory’s Primary, Northampton, (Thomas of Canterbury Partnership) – after Easter

Please do come along and support our new leaders in our schools and pray for their work for the Church.

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Sacred Heart Primary, Luton for their Diana award for their anti-bullying project.
FRANK SKINNER & HIS CATHOLIC FAITH

On Friday 16 September, as part of the Diocesan event ‘The Gathering’, the Archbishop of Canterbury and comedian Frank Skinner joined together for 90 minutes of conversation in Canterbury Cathedral Nave. It is an excellent resource for stimulating discussion for older students, staff, parents and other adults. It is very refreshing to hear someone be so honest about their faith and the challenges to it by their own profession. He speaks of the world of stage comedy today as inherently atheistic, but he is not afraid to affirm his faith in that context. He speaks with the Archbishop frankly and theologically. It is something worth our serious reflection as we ask our young people to stand up for their faith in today’s world. A limited number of DVDs of the event are available to purchase at £6 each. Further information at: www.canterburydiocese.org/thegathering
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlxSLyNALSw 


POPE BENEDICT – speaks to children

Dear Young Friends,

Some of you have already made your First Holy Communion, and others are preparing for it. The day of my First Holy Communion was one of the most beautiful days of my life. It is the same for you, isn’t it? And why is that? It’s not only because of our nice clothes or the gifts we receive, nor even because of the parties! It is above all because, that day, we receive Jesus Christ for the first time! When I receive Communion, Jesus comes to live in me. I should welcome him with love and listen closely to him. In the depths of my heart, I can tell him, for example: "Jesus, I know that you love me. Give me your love so that I can love you in return and love others with your love. I give you all my joys, my troubles and my future." Do not hesitate, dear children, to speak of Jesus to others. He is a treasure whom you should share generously. Throughout the history of the Church, the love of Jesus has filled countless Christians, and even young people like yourselves, with courage and strength. In this way, Saint Kizito, a Ugandan boy, was put to death because he wanted to live according to the baptism which he had just received. Kizito prayed. He realized that God is not only important, but that he is everything.
                           St Rita’s Parish Benin – 3 November 2011

POPE BENEDICT – speaks to youth – 

WYD, Madrid August 2011
Dear young people, 

I urge you to ask God to help you find your vocation in society and in the Church, and to persevere in that vocation with joy and fidelity. It is a good thing to open our hearts to Christ’s call and to follow with courage and generosity the path he maps out for us……If you wish to discover and to live faithfully the form of life to which the Lord is calling each of you, you must remain in his love as his friends. And how do we preserve friendship except through frequent contact, conversation, being together in good times and bad? Saint Teresa of Jesus used to say that prayer is just such "friendly contact, often spending time alone with the one who we know loves us" (cf. Autobiography, 8).

And so I now ask you to "abide" in the adoration of Christ, truly present in the Eucharist. I ask you to enter into conversation with him, to bring before him your questions and to listen to his voice. Dear friends, I pray for you with all my heart. And I ask you to pray for me. Tonight let us ask the Lord to grant that, attracted by the beauty of his love, we may always live faithfully as his disciples. Amen. 
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